
NAIL TRIMS 101NAIL TRIMS 101
Trimming nails on your pet is similar between
species, and something they will need to have
done routinely. 

Choose a quiet spot with low stress

Reward them when you are done

Use a towel, or a second person to help
hold them still
Keep it a positive experience, if they get
too stressed, stop trying, even if you
have only done one nail

Put it on a calendar to do frequently, the
more you do it, the better you will both
get!

T R Y  T H E S E  T I P S  T O  T R I M
Y O U R  P E T ' S  N A I L S  A T  H O M E :

Some animals will need it done more frequently
than others. For example, a dog that spends a lot of
time running on pavement may naturally file their
nails down, and need them trimmed by you less
frequently than a less active dog or an indoor cat. 

Risks of not trimming your pet's nails frequently
enough include a grown-out quick (the blood
vessel in the nail) or even nails beginning to grow
into the skin on the bottom of your pet's foot. This
is extremely painful! 

Just like humans, pets
have a pink part and a
white part of their nail.
The goal is to cut the

white part as far back as
possible without cutting

the pink which has blood
vessels and nerves in it.

cut here!

Some animals have
dark nails that make it
hard to see the pink.
Cut a smaller amount
more frequently if you

are unsure exactly
where it is. 

Still having
trouble?

Check out some
helpful videos
on our website


